
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
You have produced an appropriate response to the assignment brief but there are 
issues with the final edit and your approach however, it’s clear that you are aware 
of your limitations and input. This is reflected within your reflective text 
demonstrating your awareness and ability to critique your work. I feel that more 
time should have been given to the project - so bear this in mind for the next 
assignment. It’s clear that you are engaging with research and coursework, be 
prepared to apply greater analysis as you progress through the course. It’s noted 
that you are on a learning journey, which you reflect upon, so I feel that you will 
take this on board and will no-doubt benefit as you progress due to your 
enthusiasm. I look forward to your next submission. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
 
Assignment 1  
 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 
formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and 
more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their 
work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support 
you whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider 
whether you want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your 
decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how 
well your work meets the assessment requirements. 
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You have successfully completed assignment one and submitted the appropriate 
amount of images. The idea to photograph at the beer festival is fine and 
relevant. I particularly like the fact that you responded to your previous 
experiences of visiting the market hall as a child during your early research. 
Locating projects within your locality and photographing what you know rather 
than the exotic and distant helps to understand and makes sense of what is 
around, it’s a valid artist response. I feel that your reflective notes respond well to 
your experience and give a good indication as to your progress. I think that your 
reflections are positive and bear well for the future. Yes, you are on a learning 
journey and I think that reflecting upon your progress or lack of it is really 
encouraging. I feel that there are issues with what you have produced and your 
approach however, your analysis addresses these points and I’m confident that 
you have learnt a lot from the assignment. I think the first thing that I would 
comment upon is probably the fact that you didn’t allow yourself enough time to 
dedicate to the assignment. At level two it is expected that your projects are more 
in-depth, shooting in one afternoon will not help you to fully realize your work. In 
future, try and work on assignments that you can shoot over a lengthy period of 
time; essentially you should be shooting, then reviewing what you have shot, 
reflecting upon what you could do better, shooting again, reviewing and again 
responding through your photography until you are happy. This reflective period 
of responding will help you to progress as an image-maker. As I said though, I 
feel that you are aware of this! 
 
Another element is to consider your approach. Documentary photography, as you 
will discover utilises many different approaches; from the candid through to the 
staged. Shooting strangers is difficult (doesn’t get any easier) but it’s about 
growing confidence and having a direction. I think that this is lacking in your final 
images, you have a varied response to the event and the final selection is lacking 
coherency. Also as a point, upload your contact sheets to your blog, this will allow 
me (and assessment team) to see how much you are shooting, or at least 
mention how many images you have produced and editing decisions. I think that 
your first and last images are the most uninteresting shots and should be re 
edited. Establishing shots are important but I think in this case they are best 
provided from inside. Image two would be a better first image but it lacks interest, 
more people at the bar and greater focus on the people would have been better, 
maybe later in the day when you said more people attended? Compare this to 
image 9 (people around table) this image is far more interesting to the viewer; it’s 
your best shot and gives a good indication as to the festival and location. Did you 
produce more images like this? Producing portraits and the text is a good idea but 
again the viewer can feel your apprehension within the shots, it’s about learning 
to take control and having the confidence to direct your subject matter, rather 
than the other way around. I think that the first two portraits are the most 
successful where they are making eye contact. The group portrait is also 
engaging, they are relaxed and it’s a nice group pose that works well with the 



series and reflects upon male bonding. Another point I would add, would be to in 
future produce still life images of objects (the banner is appropriate but could 
have been approached differently) such as beer glasses, table clothes, hands, 
barrels etc. these allow you to work on alternative edits and can help with the final 
narrative. When shooting themes like the festival, you should try and cover as 
much ground as possible. 
 
Coursework 
Great to see that you are working through the course exercises. These will help 
not only with your technical skills but also confidence. Be prepared to experiment 
and push yourself here. 
 
Research 
Your reflective text as discussed gives a good indication as to your thoughts. 
Continue to address this in a personal and honest way. 
 
I think that as you progress your introduction and research into your assignments 
should be more in-depth and critically analyzed. It’s a good idea to reflect upon 
the work/artists that have inspired you. 
 
Continue to input and critically engage with research adding this to your research 
folder. Look and respond to self-initiated research, this is important at this stage 
as the future assessment team will look out for your individual contribution. 
 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Take a look at these photographers and their work and respond within your 
research section. 
 
Anders Petersen (Café Lehmitz): http://www.anderspetersen.se/cafe-lehmitz-4/ 
 
 
Peter Dench: https://www.lensculture.com/articles/peter-dench-drinking-of-
england#slideshow 
 
Klaus Pichler (Golden Days Before They End): 
http://kpic.at/images/category/projects 
 
 
 
Summary  
 
Strengths Areas for development 



 
• Good reflection on assignment 
• Input into coursework/research 
• Produced some strong images 

 
 

 
• Shooting decisions and strategy 
• Time management 
• Greater critical analysis required 
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