
	  
	  
	  

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
I feel that you should take the opportunity to reflect upon your essay and review 
its present form. You have a good idea and backbone but the structure and 
critical analysis requires further development. In some respects you are trying to 
cram too much information into the essay. You have identified some very relevant 
points and it’s clear what you have in mind however, this has resulted in analysis 
that lacks depth. I feel that you are going off on too many tangents and should, 
rather than talking about so many points, narrow your input down and add quality 
rather than quantity. You should clearly identify and define your argument backing 
this up with your chosen examples and lead the reader to a conclusive output. 
What is your subjective opinion? It’s your essay, take more ownership of the 
argument, make better use of facts and critical research when critically analyzing 
your supporting subjects. 
 
I do feel that at this stage of your studies your critical analysis should have more 
depth and a greater academic approach. I think that as it stands this would be 
picked up and reflected upon by the assessment panel. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
 
Assignment 4 
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that 
you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the 
work you have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the 
course, I believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet 
all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, 
which I will outline in my feedback.     
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Feedback on assignment  

Although it’s clear that you have looked at various photographers and images in 
your quest to offer a critical review on ethics I feel that your essay lacks any in-
depth critical analysis. I think that you have spread your net too wide resulting in 
an essay that attempts to engage with various ideas with regards to ethics. Put 
simply, you go off on too many tangents thus resulting in an incoherent narrative. 
I feel that you probably should have concentrated on two or three specific points 
and added more factual research. Essentially, you should be presenting an 
argument that backs up your opinion. You need to take more ownership of the 
essay, it’s yours, it’s your subjective opinion that the reader is interested in, what 
do you conclude from your research and critical analysis. Too often you pose 
questions rather than offering a critical perspective and personal opinion. 

The beginning of the essay should provide an introduction and outline your 
argument, give an idea to the reader what you are going to discuss and how you 
will achieve your conclusion. Looking at ethics from an historical and 
contemporary perspective is a good idea along with possible cultural differences 
and how this affects the notion of ethics. Throughout your essay you have 
mentioned various photographers and images starting with Kertesz and Lartigue. 
This is fine but your analysis of them seems based upon conjecture rather than 
fact. Your opinion of Kertesz for example as being a ‘Gentleman’ therefore has 
principles seems a little flimsy, you also describe his photography as being on a 
“higher plane” what exactly do you mean by this? Your analysis is required to be 
a little more academic, particularly at this stage of your studies. Other points in 
your essay refer to Kertesz being “a real artist’ and a quote of his referring to his 
photography “the human thing” when did he make this statement, where is your 
factual evidence? It’s pertinent to the essay and your ethics argument so please 
elaborate. I think that you should also research further into Lartigue and his 
photographs, basically he was a very wealthy man born into the upper class and 
photographed his friends and privileged life. Does this have a bearing on your 
argument? If you are seriously comparing Lartigue with Dench (as it appears) 
then you need to identify this with more clarity; elaborate on the compare and 
contrast of the images in question, more depth is required. Again, too many 
questions around the idea of public vs. private locations and the rights of the 
subject, you briefly touch on this and it’s a really valid point but offer very little 
analysis. A good example where you go off on a tangent is your short analysis of 
tech, mobile phones and the liberation of woman, granted, ideas that could 
support your critical reflection on ethics but if there is no substance offered then 
it’s pointless, rather leave the points out and concentrate adding depth to the 
other highlighted points, you are not writing a dissertation, you have a word limit. 

Using and discussing your images as part of the essay is acceptable and makes 
sense, but again I’m not sure what your argument is and how they support your 
essay, yes you talk about your personal feelings when producing the images but 
how does an image of a couple sitting in a coffee shop window give a sense of 
“the have and have nots” If I’m honest it feels a little naïve and I believe that this 
would be picked up at the time of assessment when your essay will be critically 
scrutinised. 



 

The idea of post-production and use of Photoshop when discussing ethics is 
obviously very relevant so this is a good point to raise within your essay. The 
image by Brian Walski and the fallout from this is valid however, you also discuss 
the image by Narciso Contreras but there is no illustration within your essay, the 
reader needs to know what you are talking about. The Kevin Carter image is a 
long used image within the ethics debate; does his subsequent suicide have any 
bearing on your argument? 

Another point you mention is very important and that is based upon the 
distribution of images. You mention newspapers and magazines but again your 
analysis is limited. The role of the editor, and political persuasion of the owners, 
plays a big part in what and how images are shown, this is an ideological issue. 
Editing is important, the photographers edit is only part of it as it’s the media 
editors/moguls who ultimately disseminate the work to the masses and as we 
know the text and by-lines accompanying an image can have a huge bearing on 
the reading, again a point that you could elaborate upon or take out this reflection 
on the media. Just a point, what does “darkening/lightening” refer too, what 
context? 

I feel that your conclusion also needs to be readdressed if you take the 
opportunity to re-work the essay. It would be very beneficial, if, rather than 
concluding that your research has taught you to reflect upon ethics you 
demonstrate a bit more conclusively how this has manifested itself based upon 
your essay and argument. Finally, there are plenty of grammatical and spelling 
mistakes within your essay – there/their – as examples, before submitting for final 
assessment please make sure that you apply spell checker and go over the 
essay. 

 

Coursework 
 
You have contributed and worked towards completing the exercises, which have 
informed your review. 
 
Research 
 
Clearly you have produced research and highlighted within your exercises 
although it isn’t evidenced within your research folder like previous assignments, 
you want to document it. 
 

 

Suggested reading/viewing  

 



Some book suggestions for further reading regarding critical studies. These may 
also be beneficial as you progress through the course and input into further 
essays. 
 
The Camerawork Essays: Context and Meaning in Photography: Jessica Evans. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/offer-
listing/1854890816/ref=tmm_pap_used_olp_sr?ie=UTF8&condition=used&qid=&s
r= 
 
Crisis of the Real: Writings on Photography: Andy Grundberg. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Crisis-Real-Writings-Photography-
Aperture/dp/1597111406 
 
 
Summary  
 
 Areas for development 
 

• Relevant and valid idea looking at 
ethics 

• Reviewing historical and 
contemporary images is a good 
idea 

• Clearly enthused about the subject 
 

 
• Evidence greater depth and critical 
analysis 
• Present a clearer argument, introduction 
and more refined conclusion  
• Check spelling and grammatical mistakes 
throughout the essay 
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